
Advocacy
Toolkit

2026

In this toolkit, you will find tools to connect 
with your elected officials about the

New York State budget. 

Also included is a message you can deliver as
you advocate for a high-quality, sustainable I/DD

service delivery system.

CONTACT DDI TO COORDINATE
ADVOCACY EFFORTS.

DDI is available to assist with advocacy efforts.
Email info@ddiny.org to connect with a

team member.
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MAKE YOUR VOICE
HEARD!

Find My State Senator

Find My Assemblyman 

Contact My Governor
Governor Kathy Hochul
Call: (518) 474-8390
Facebook: @govkathyhochul
Instagram: @governorkathyhochul
X: @GovKathyHochul

Senate Majority Leader 
Andrea Stewart Cousins
Email: scousins@nysenate.gov
Albany Office: (518) 455-2585
District Office: (914) 423-4031
Facebook: @andrea.stewartcousins
Instagram: @andreastewartcousins

Assembly Speaker                
Carl Heastie
Email: speaker@nyassembly.gov
Albany Office: (518) 455-5197
District Office: (518) 654-6539
Facebook: @govkathyhochul
Instagram: @governorkathyhochul
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DDI LOCATIONS

Since 1961, DDI has been a cornerstone of support for the Long Island community. As we celebrate 65
years of service, we continue to provide a comprehensive continuum of care to more than 1,600 children
and adults with autism and other developmental disabilities.

With the April 1st budget deadline fast approaching, your advocacy could be the deciding factor in
securing a sustainable future for Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) and the New Yorkers they support.

While we are pushing for a 4% Targeted Inflationary Increase (TII), there are several other vital
priorities being negotiated in Albany to ensure our service delivery system remains sustainable. Your
voice matters. Developmental Disabilities Institute (DDI) is here to help you craft your message, provide
data, or join you in advocacy efforts.

Together, we can ensure that the final State Budget reflects the true value of the I/DD community.

How to Take Action
Direct outreach to leadership is the most effective way to ensure these priorities remain in the final "Big
Three" negotiations (between the Governor, Senate Leader, and Assembly Speaker).

Your Message (Template)
"I am a constituent and an advocate for the I/DD community. I am calling to urge
[Governor/Senator/Assembly Member] to support the 4% Targeted Inflationary Increase (TII) for DSPs
in the final State Budget. The Governor's 1.7% proposal is not enough to keep up with inflation or solve
the staffing crisis. We must also protect Medicaid and invest in workforce affordability to ensure the
safety and dignity of New Yorkers with disabilities."
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